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hey might look like in-

vaders from outer space,
nt under those yellow gowns
md green masks are hot, un-
‘omfortable paramedics trying
odotheirjob.

“Our fear is that the commu-
lity will see these guys at an
mergency and panic,” said
lohn Prno, director of ambu-
ance services for Waterloo Re-
don.

The province ordered the
ull-body coverage to protect
mergency service workers, in-
Inding paramedics and fire

ighters, from possible exposure
0 severe acute respivatory syn-

[rome (SARS),
The pneumonia-like eondi-

ion has already killed seven

ieaple in the province and sent
iearly 140 probable or suspect-
d cases into quarantine.

Prno said he's most econ-
erned about tomorrow's Elmi-
aMaple Syrup Festival, an an-
wal event that regularly draws
0,000 visitors to the town,
nany from Toronto.

“We usually get six or seven
amergency) calls,” he said.
The first time a crew member
amps out of the ambulance,
eopleare goingto go crazy”

He hopes the public under-
tands there are no suspected
ases of SARS in Waterloo Re-
ion, The service is simply re-
ponding to a provincewide
uidelines to prevent further

spreading of the infection,

Pavamedics will don the new
uniforms when a patient's
symptoms fit certain criteria,
stch as respivatory problems or
a cluster of symptoms such as
headache, malaise and muscle
pain. Also on the alert list is
anyone who has been in Scar-
borough Grace Hospital (the
centre of the Ontario outbreak),
orrecently veturned from Asia.

I the call does not fit any of
the criteria, paramedics will
still wear the uniform before
bringing the patient into the
emmmcyd@m -

“T'm nervous about (SARS),”
said paramedic, Amanda Finch.
“Tfollow all the precautions be-
cause I don't want to take it
home to my family if I come in
contact with it. We haven't seen
any vet, but we're prepared.”

At the Waterloo fire depart-
ment, platoon chief Chris
Collins said firefighters will
wear masks, but only if they de-
termine there could be a risk af-
ter they arrive at an emergeney.

“We're going to minimize ex-
posure as much as we can,” he
said. “We're not trying to cause

The masks, which cost about
$1.20 each, are rated to filter out
95 per cent of aivborne bacteria
— considerably more than the
masks normally worn by emer-
gency and hospital workers,

Prno said he also ordered 600
protective gowns.

“We might not use, in a nor-
mal year, 30 gowns,” he said.

“We figure these gowns will last

usabouf three weeks,”

The reason for the high vol-
ume is the largest percentage of
their calls involve vespiratory

pmhlema quch as bronchitis,

:?;mmnstm
Paramedic Amanda Finch, 21, of Waterloo will wear protective gear for some calls as a precaution against exposure to

which match criferia for possi-
ble SARS infection.

As for the Elmira Maple
Syrup Festival's organizers,
they're not too worried about
the SARS outhreak affecting
numbers. Co-chairwoman Ellen
Helps said her group discussed
what actions could be taken,
given the publie’s concern, but
felt confident the provincial
Health Ministry had everything
under control.

“We have h_and washing sta-
tions and we're encouraging
ewrynne touse them




